PERMISSION FROM PRACTITIONER FOR RELEASE OF HEALTH RECORDS

PATIENT’S NAME:    ______________________________

DOB:    
Do any grounds of modification or denial of access, as outlined below, apply?

(Also, see overleaf for summary of guidelines for access to health records)

YES/NO

If Yes, please give details of what should not be disclosed to the applicant:

The appropriate Healthcare professional should advise on:

· Whether access should be allowed or limited to prevent the disclosure of information which, in the opinion of the Healthcare professional, serious harm to the patient’s physical and/or mental health might result.

· If the confidentiality of another person might be breached (this does not include Healthcare professionals).

· Whether in the opinion of the Healthcare professional the patient/patient’s representative authorising the access does not understand the meaning of the authorisation.

PERMISSION AND CONFIRMATION FROM HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL

I confirm that my permission is given to provide the applicant with access to the records, and that should any photocopies be also given, then I understand that the applicant can pass these to who ever they wish.

FULL NAME:    ________________________________

POSITION:   __________________________________

SIGNATURE:    ________________________________  

DATE:  _____/_____/_____

SUMMARY OF GUIDELINES FOR ACCESS TO HEALTH RECORDS

The Access to Health Records Act 1990 is now only used for applications for records of deceased patients.

The Data Protection Act 1998 gives applicants the right to see and/or have copies of records made from any year and to have these explained if they are illegible or unintelligible.  Applicants do not have to give a reason for seeking access to health records.

The Act does not prohibit informal, voluntary arrangements whereby patients or those caring for them are allowed to see their records during or at the end of episodes of care, at the discretion of the Healthcare professional principally responsible for their care and subject to the nondisclosure of information as listed below.  Such a request will not constitute an application under the Act.

The Healthcare professional may deny access to part of the record if in their opinion:

· Serious harm to the patient’s physical and/or mental health might result.
· The confidentiality of another person might be breached (this does not include Healthcare professionals), unless they have consented to the disclosure of the information.

· The patient authorising the access does not understand the meaning of the authorisation.
The applicant does not have to be told that information has been withheld.  They are not, however, prevented from asking the practitioner whether the full record has been made available.

The Healthcare professional should advise on whether it is necessary for him/her (or their nominated deputy) to be present when the record or extract is inspected by the applicant, in order to provide any explanation or counselling, or if this can be supervised by a lay person.  In these circumstances, the lay person must not comment or advise on the content of the record and if the applicant raises enquiries, an appointment with the Healthcare professional should be offered.

The Healthcare professional should also advise on whether the application can be dealt with by posting a photocopy of the record or extract to the applicant, along with any necessary written explanation.  A charge of around 35p per photocopied side of paper may be made.

The applicant may apply to Court if they feel that the practitioner has not complied with the requirements of the Act.

